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Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Wallsend, 

June,  1954. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Wallsend. 

Yotir  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1953. 

An  annual  report  of  this  kind  must  necessarily  contain  a  large 
amount  of  statistical  detail,  much  of  which  is  of  value  mainly  for 
record  and  reference  purposes.  As  a  result,  such  reports  may  make 
very  difficult  reading  and  may  give  very  little  information  to  the 
lay  reader  in  an  easily  understandable  form.  It  is  important  also 
that  there  should  be  no  attempt  to  draw  hasty  conclusions  from 
one  year's  statistics  ;  the  report  must  be  considered  in  relation  to 
the  size  of  the  area  involved  and  the  general  state  of  the  whole 
country. 

1. — SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Wallsend  lies  along  the  north  bank  of  the  Tyne,  and  as  one 
would  expect,  the  people  of  Wallsend  are  engaged  preponderantly 
in  shipbuilding  and  ship-repairing  (see  Table  16,  page  27).  Very 
large  numbers  of  men  come  into  Wallsend  daily  to  work  from  the 
surrounding  areas  ;  the  result  is  that  in  proportion  to  its  population 
Wallsend  has  a  very  large  amount  of  industry.  Most  of  the  old 
houses  are  close  to  the  shipyards  and  engineering  works  beside  the 
river,  where  living  conditions  are  not  of  the  best.  New  housing  is 
now  mainly  all  well  away  from  the  river,  and  apart  from  the 
improvement  in  the  houses  themselves,  the  new  sites  are  of  great 
advantage.  Despite  the  concentration  of  industry,  there  are  large 
open  farming  areas  ;  this  land  is  unsuitable  for  housing  owing  to 
coal  mining  and  in  the  near  future  there  is  likely  to  be  no  more 
land  available  for  building. 

2. ~GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

According  to  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate  the  population 
has  again  increased  by  340  to  49,130.  The  birth  and  death  rates 
have  remained  approximately  the  same  as  last  year  and  are  in 
keeping  with  the  national  hgures. 

Unfortunately  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  has  shown  a  great 
increase,  from  28.0  per  thousand  live  births  in  1952  to  47.8  in  1953. 
Of  the  total  of  48  deaths  31  occurred  during  the  hrst  four  weeks  of 
life.  The  high  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  indeed  disturbing  and  in 
the  absence  of  any  obvious  causative  factors,  the  only  way  to 
tackle  the  problem  is  to  investigate  it.  Accordingly,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Wallsend  has  been  partici¬ 
pating  in  a  national  investigation  into  still- births  and  infant 
deaths  ;  it  is  hoped  that  this  work  will  help  to  solve  a  serious 
problem. 

The  increased  Infant  Mortality  Rate  has  been  associated  as 
one  would  expect  with  an  increased  Still-Birth  Rate.  It  is  note¬ 
worthy  too,  that  of  the  31  infant  deaths  occurring  under  one 
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month,  28  took  place  in  the  hrst  week  of  life.  'I'his  would  suggest 
tliat  lack  of  care  and  attention  during  the  first  few  weeks  of  life 
has  not  been  one  of  the  causes  of  the  high  infant  death  rate  and 
that  some  fault  or  dehciency  during  pregnancy  has  been  the  cause. 


3.  GENERAL  EPIDEMIOLOGY. 

During  1953  there  were  no  unusual  features  associated  with 
infectious  disease  in  W'allsend.  Measles  continued  to  account  for 
more  than  half  the  cases,  and  provided  medical  advice  was  obtained 
in  good  time,  it  did  not  present  any  serious  treatment  problems. 
M'allsend  had  the  good  fortune  to  have  only  two  cases  of  Polio- 
mvelitis. 


4.  -TUBERCULOSIS. 

'fhe  fall  in  the  death  rate  has  continued.  With  the  continued 
improvements  in  methods  of  treatment  and  the  prospect  of 
beginning  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  school-leavers  (see  School  Medical 
Service  Report,  page  13)  it  is  possible  to  look  to  the  future  with 
some  hope. 

The  Senior  Chest  Physician  of  the  South  Northumberland 
Chest  Clinic  Area,  Dr.  J.  Reginald  Beal,  has  kindly  permitted  me 
to  include  extracts  from  his  annual  report  as  follows  : — 

"  Since  writing  the  last  annual  report,  plans  have  been  drawn 
up  for  the  proposed  extension  to  this  Clinic,  for  the  provision  of 
accommodation  to  house  a  Major  X-ray  unit  with  Odelca  Camera. 

This  plan  has  now  received  planning  approval  at  Regional 
Board  level  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  appropriate  financial  approval 
will  not  be  too  long  delayed  to  enable  a  start  to  be  made  on  the 
extension  in  1954. 

The  need  for  the  provision  of  proper  facilities  for  X-ray 
investigation,  within  the  Clinic,  of  chest  cases,  was  expressed  as 
long  ago  as  1949.  One  can  only  look  forward  to  the  future  hope¬ 
fully. 

Statistics. 

A  total  of  591  new  cases  were  referred  to  the  Clinic  as  compared 
with  756  in  1952.  Of  these  cases,  70  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  as  against  92  in  1952.  The  distribution  into  groups  is 
detailed  below.  The  hgures  include  9  contacts  diagnosed  as 
tuberculosis  during  the  year  — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Grand 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Children 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Ch. 

Total 

T.B.— 

17  (22) 

14  (15) 

8  (7) 

39  (44) 

2 

3 

5 

10 

49 

i  T.B.+ 

15  (17) 

14  (14) 

1  (-) 

30  (31) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

1  Totals 

32  (39) 

28  (29) 

9  (7) 

69  (75) 

2 

3 

5 

10 

79 
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The  most  remarkable  fall  has  been  in  the  Non-respiratory 
group,  from  24  cases  in  1952  to  10  cases  in  1953. 

On  December  31st,  1953,  there  were  376  cases  on  the  register 
as  against  356  on  January  1st,  1953.  Of  these  cases  324(300)  were 
classified  as  pulmonary  cases  and  of  these  206(185)  were  in  the 
group  T.B.-b.  Within  this  group,  59(61)  were  known  to  have  had  a 
positive  sputum  within  the  preceding  six  months  or  approximately 
18%  of  all  pulmonary  cases.  Of  these  cases  31  were  at  home  on 
December  31st,  1953,  as  compared  with  33  at  home  on  the  same 
date  in  1952. 

Contacts. 

During  the  year  260  new  contacts  were  examined  and  X-rayed 
at  the  Clinic  and  a  further  37  were  X-rayed  only.  Of  the  old 
contacts  488  were  either  X-rayed  alone  or  seen  and  X-rayed  at 
the  Clinic. 

In  addition  to  these  examinations,  arrangements  were  made 
with  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  to  further  extend  the 
facilities  for  Contact  surveillance  and  579  contacts  were  X-rayed 
by  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  on  its  visits  to  Wallsend  ; 
hence,  1364  contacts  were  either  examined  or  X-rayed  in  1953, 
equivalent  to  3.6  per  case. 

Of  the  contacts  examined,  9  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
tuberculosis,  the  distribution  is  detailed  below  : — 


: 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Grand 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Children 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Children 

Total 

1 

4 

2 

7 

1 

1 

2 

9 

Tuberculin  Testing  of  Contacts  and  B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

Tuberculin  testing  of  contacts,  mainly  in  the  0-15  years  age 
group,  has  been  continued.  In  all,  230  contacts  were  tested,  the 
results  are  detailed  below.  B.C.G.  Vaccination  was  offered  to  all 
negative  reactors  and  51  children  were  vaccinated  : — 


Number 

Tested 

Number 

Negative 

Jo 

Negative 

V  accinated 

230 

.77 

33% 

51 

Hospital  Staff. 

20  Nurses  were  Tuberculin  tested  (Mantoux)  and  3  were  found 
to  be  Mantoux  negative  in  1/100  and  were  accordingly  vaccinated. 


After-Care. 

The  arrangements  as  detailed  in  previous  reports  have  been 
continued  with  most  satisfactory  results. 

Housing. 

Progress  in  rehousing  the  tuberculous  in  Wallsend  has  con¬ 
tinued  in  a  most  gratifying  way.  During  1953,  17  tuberculous 
patients  have  been  rehoused  in  Corporation  property. 

In  a  survey  made  in  October,  1953,  of  chronic  infectious  cases 
in  inadequate  housing  circumstances,  only  4  cases  in  the  Wallsend 
Borough  fell  into  this  category. 
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Rehabilitation  and  D.R.O.  Sessions. 

A  regular  session  with  the  D.R.O.  has  been  arranged  at  the 
Clinic  at  which  the  D.R.O.,  Almoner  and  Chest  Physician  are 
present  to  interview  patients.  To  date  the  results  have  not  been 
particuarly  gratifying,  but  one  cannot  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that 
sheltered  employment,  in  an  area  devoted  to  Ship-building  and 
heavy  engineering  work,  is  most  difficult  to  obtain.” 

5.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

\Callsend  is  served  by  the  Newcastle  &  Gateshead  Water 
Company  ;  supplies  are  derived  from  the  Catcleugh  reservoir  on 
the  River  Rede  and  other  reservoirs  in  the  west  of  the  County  and 
from  pumping  stations  on  the  Tyne  at  Wylam  and  on  the  North 
I'yne  at  Barrasford.  The  supply  is  in  every  way  satisfactory.  The 
report  of  a  routine  sample  is  given  in  Table  17  (page  28). 

6. — WASTE  DISPOSAL. 

Dry  domestic  refuse  is  gathered  by  the  Borough  Cleansing 
Department  and  disposed  of  by  Controlled  Tipping  in  natural 
hollows  formed  by  denes  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough.  In  the 
near  future  it  is  probable  that  there  will  be  no  more  space  available 
within  the  Borough  and  alternative  methods  of  disposal  may  have 
to  be  sought. 

The  disposal  of  sewage  is  by  the  simple  method  of  discharging 
it  all  untreated  straight  into  the  River  Tyne.  Lest  Wallsend  be 
blamed  particularly  for  such  a  practice  it  is  only  fair  to  point  out 
that  communities  with  a  combined  population  of  800,000  do  like¬ 
wise.  As  the  Tyne  does  not  flow  fast  enough  for  all  the  water  in 
the  tidal  part  of  the  river  to  reach  the  sea  in  one  tide,  the  river 
never  clears  itself  of  sewage  and  the  result  is  serious  pollution 
which  makes  its  presence  most  objectionable  in  warm  summer 
weather.  The  various  local  authorities  concerned  are  fully  aware 
of  the  problem  but  so  far  the  magnitude  of  the  task  and  the  cost 
involved  have  held  up  progress. 

7. — HOUSING. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  new  Government  proposals  for 
dealing  with  Slum  Clearance  were  put  forward  and  it  remains  to 
be  seen  how  far  such  measures  will  be  effective.  No  one  would 
question  that  bad  housing  affects  health  adversely,  either  from 
aggravating  physical  illness  or  from  the  mental  distress  it  causes. 

In  giving  high  priority  to  all  cases  of  infectious  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  the  Wallsend  Borough  Council  has  shown  foresight 
and  has  initiated  a  policy  which  will  bear  dividends  in  the  years  to 
come.  The  position  with  regard  to  rehousing  people  suffering  from 
other  forms  of  illness  is  more  difficult  to  deal  with  and  in  deciding 
to  make  health  reasons  count  to  a  small  but  not  over-riding  extent, 
the  only  possible  course  has  been  taken. 

A  large  amount  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors'  time  is  taken  up 
with  inspecting  defective  houses  reported  by  the  tenants  because 
the  owners  have  not  carried  out  repairs.  It  is  indeed  a  sorry  state 
of  affairs  that  owners  should  have  to  be  coerced  by  regulations  and 
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orders  to  carry  out  repairs  which  in  most  instances  are  only  normal 
measures  for  the  preservation  of  property.  It  is  probably  too  much 
to  hope  that  any  new  legislation  will  produce  conditions  under 
which  the  owners  of  property  will  be  stimulated  in  every  instance 
to  make  their  houses  properly  habitable  in  all  respects. 

Despite  the  large  number  of  new  houses  completed  the  waiting 
list  remains  considerable,  including  many  families  living  under 
very  poor  conditions  indeed.  With  available  land  growing  scarce, 
there  seems  little  alternative  to  the  building  of  flats  ;  with  properly 
planned  schemes  there  seems  no  reason  wh}^  flats  should  not 
provide  a  partial  answer  to  the  problem,  especially  if  of  the  multi¬ 
storeyed  type  which  have  proved  so  successful  in  some  of  the 
larger  cities. 

8. — HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

One  of  the  great  difficulties  about  trying  to  educate  the 
general  public  is  that  in  most  instances  the  average  individual  has 
a  very  strong  resistance  to  any  attempts  to  influence  him  to  change 
his  ways. 

The  efforts  made  during  1953  attempted  to  bring  propaganda 
directly  before  the  citizens  rather  than  endeavouring  to  coax  them 
to  attend  specially  arranged  him  shows  or  lectures.  The  window  of 
the  Fuel  Office,  situated  in  a  shop  in  the  High  Street,  was  used 
throughout  the  year  for  various  displays  ;  arrangements  were  made 
for  it  to  be  lit  up  in  the  winter  evenings. 

A  Clean  Food  Exhibition  was  held  in  a  Church  Hall  just  off 
the  High  Street  for  four  days  at  the  end  of  November.  The  attend¬ 
ance  of  1,068  justihed  the  conclusion  that  members  of  the  public 
would  come  more  readily  to  a  hall  near  the  main  shopping  area. 
The  Health  Centre  Hall  would  have  been  a  much  more  suitable 
venue  but  previous  experience  had  shown  that  the  effort  to  get  to 
it  was  more  than  the  average  individual  was  prepared  to  make. 
The  exhibits  included  displays  of  apparatus  associated  with  Food 
Hygiene  by  the  Northern  Gas  Board  and  the  North-Eastern 
Electricity  Board  ;  displays  of  hygienic  showcases  and  shop 
ecjuipment  ;  the  contrast  between  clean  and  dirty  larders  and  also 
a  model  shop  arranged  by  the  Wallsend  Borough  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  ;  a  display  dealing  with  the  correct  methods  of  infant  feeding 
arranged  by  the  Health  Visitors  of  the  Wallsend  Area  of  the 
Northumberland  County  Council  ;  a  model  illustrating  hygienic 
ice-cream  manufacture  kindly  provided  by  one  of  the  large  ice¬ 
cream  hrms. 

Posters  dealing  with  various  aspects  of  healthy  living  were 
displayed  throughout  the  year  on  two  sites  in  the  High  Street  and 
two  sites  in  other  parts  of  the  town. 

9. — SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Smoke  Abatement  is  not  always  a  popular  subject  because 
few  people  have  the  courage  to  attack  the  fundamental  cause  of 
the  problem — the  domestic  hre  burning  bituminous  coal.  No  one 
approves  of  factory  chimneys  pouring  out  smoke  and  steps  should 
be  taken  to  prevent  such  unnecessary  nuisances  ;  yet,  industr)- 
works  at  full  capacity  during  the  summer  and  we  rarely  complain 
of  smoke  trouble  then  ;  the  air  in  summer  is  purer  because  the 
amount  of  coal  burned  in  private  houses  is  so  ccmsiderably  less. 
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W^allsend  continued  to  play  its  part  in  1953  in  collecting  data 
rc'lating  to  air  pollution  by  means  of  a  standard  deposit  and  rain 
gauge  located  at  the  Health  Centre. 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  and  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  attended  the  Smoke  Abatement  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Glasgow  in  October.  It  was  most  discouraging  to  note  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  delegates,  of  the  scientific  experts  and  indeed 
of  the  press  and  the  public  and  to  contrast  that  with  the  complete 
lack  of  any  national  policy  with  regard  to  the  increased  production 
of  smokeless  fuel  suitable  both  in  price  and  quality  for  the  domestic 
consumer. 

10.  FOOD  HYGIENE. 

During  1953,  the  Wallsend  k’ood  Traders’  Guild  continued  to 
hold  meetings  at  which  experts  gave  talks  on  matters  relating  to 
food  hygiene  and  discussions  were  held.'  As  previously  mentioned, 
all  possible  efforts  were  made  to  bring  the  importance  of  food 
hygiene  to  the  notice  of  members  of  the  public.  It  cannot  be 
emphasised  too  often  that  the  remedy  for  dirty  food  shops  lies  in 
the  hands  of  the  people  ;  any  efforts  made  l3y  central  or  local 
authorities  will  always  be  made  less  effective  if  the  ordinary  man 
or  woman  does  not  try  to  discriminate  between  the  clean  and  dirty 
shop  or  restaurant.  A  list  of  food  premises  holding  the  Clean  Food 
Badge  is  given  on  pages  25  and  26  (Table  15). 

During  the  year  lectures  on  food  hygiene  for  the  staffs  of 
shops  were  given  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


SERVICES  ADMINISTERED  BY  THE  NORTHUMBERLAND 
COUNTY  COUNCIL  THROUGH  THE  WALLSEND  AREA 

HEALTH  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

(See  pages  43  and  44  for  constitution  of  the  sub-committee  and 

details  of  staff). 

(Paragraphs  11  to  17  are  included  by  kind  permission  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  ;  the  services  referred  to  are  not  the  direct 
concern  of  the  Wallsend  Borough  Council  but  are  included  for  the 
sake  of  completeness). 

11.— ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  SERVICES. 

The  medical  care  of  the  expectant  mother  continued  in  the 
hands  of  the  general  practitioners  seeing  their  own  patients  at 
regular  clinic  sessions  at  the  Health  Centre  where  they  worked 
with  the  County  Council  Midwives  and  Health  Visitors  and  the 
Midwives  from  the  Hunter  Memorial  Hospital.  Regular  weekly 
classes  continued  at  which  expectant  mothers  had  the  hygiene  of 
pregnancy  explained  to  them  ;  the  weekly  exercise  and  relaxation 
class,  taken  by  a  qualified  physiotherapist,  has  also  proved  an 
established  part  of  the  Health  Centre  activities.  A  useful  addition 
to  the  apparatus  available  was  a  portable  gramophone  which  has 
enabled  the  film  strips  with  sound  accompaniment  to  be  used  for 
health  education. 
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12.  -CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICE. 

During  1953,  the  very  large  attendance  at  the  Health  Centre 
Sessions  made  it  advisable  to  have  an  additional  afternoon  on 
Thursdays.  There  were  thus  six  weekly  sessions  distributed  be¬ 
tween  the  Health  Centre,  St.  John’s  Church,  Station  Road,  and 
the  premises  previously  used  as  a  Day  Nursery  at  Howdon.  The 
change  at  Howdon  has  proved  most  successful  and  has  enabled 
the  Health  Visitors  to  carry  out  their  work  much  more  efficiently. 

Separate  Toddlers’  Clinics  have  not  been  held  but  mothers 
have  been  invited  to  bring  their  children  to  the  various  centres  as 
near  as  possible  to  their  children’s  birthdays  for  routine  examin¬ 
ation  ;  the  response  has  been  good. 

Facilities  for  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping 
Cough  have  continued  to  be  available  at  all  Child  Welfare  sessions 
except  St.  John’s. 

13. — HEALTH  VISITING  SERVICE. 

The  national  shortage  of  Health  Visitors,  likely  to  persist 
indefinitely,  resulted  in  the  full  staff  of  ten  being  depleted  for  part 
of  the  year  and  also  in  several  changes  of  personnel.  The  import¬ 
ance  of  the  Health  Visitor’s  work  cannot  be  over-emphasised.  As 
the  family  health  adviser  for  every  individual  from  infancy  to  old 
age  she  holds  a  unique  position  ;  and  when  in  addition  she  has  been 
long  enough  in  the  community  to  be  known  well  to  the  people  and 
to  the  other  medical  and  social  workers  she  is  truly  invaluable.  If, 
as  is  feared,  the  present  shortage  does  continue,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  some  method  will  be  found  of  encouraging  health  visitors  to 
work  in  industrial  areas  such  as  Wallsend  where  they  are  needed 
especially. 

14. — HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  demand  for  Home  Helps  continued  high  in  1953  and  it  is 
very  satisfactory  to  record  that  no  applications  had  to  be  refused 
and  there  was  no  waiting  list.  The  standard  of  work  of  the  Home 
Helps  was  very  good  indeed  and  the  many  acts  of  kindness,  out- 
with  the  range  of  theh  official  duties,  have  not  gone  unnoted. 

The  Home  Help  Service  and  the  Home  Nursing  Service  have 
played  an  important  part  in  reducing  the  number  of  individuals 
sent  to  hospital,  and  further  developments  along  these  lines  may 
be  possible  in  the  future. 

15. — AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

Although  the  National  Health  Service  has  been  operating  for 
five  years,  there  was  obviously  still  widespread  ignorance  in  1953 
of  the  functions  and  duties  of  the  Ambulance  Service  especially  as 
far  as  the  carriage  of  patients  to  hospital  for  treatment  was  con¬ 
cerned.  Many  people  still  considered  that  they  should  automatic¬ 
ally  travel  by  ambulance  if  they  were  attending  a  hospital  for 
treatment,  not  realising  that  ambulances  should  be  used  only  by 
those  unable  to  travel  by  ordinary  transport. 
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Indeed  considering  the  number  of  individuals  carried  (see 
Table  (')  by  a  fleet  of  five  vehicles  and  a  staff  of  nine  drivers,  the 
service  was  frecjuently  severely  taxed  in  attempting  to  cope  with 
the  need  to  take  patients  to  hospital  for  treatment  and  at  the  same 
time  always  to  have  ambulances  readily  available  for  accidents  and 
other  emergencies,  day  and  night. 

Idle  new  depot  at  Oak  Grove,  High  Street  East,  opened  in 
September,  195d,  has  proved  of  great  advantage  for  the  more 
efficient  servicing  of  vehicles  and  has  provided  proper  facilities  for 
the  drivers. 

16.  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

One  of  the  most  encouraging  features  about  school  medical 
inspections  has  been  the  interest  shown  by  parents  in  their  child¬ 
ren’s  health.  Approximately  95%  of  mothers  attend  the  first 
inspection  at  five  years  so  providing  the  medical  officers  with 
invaluable  opportunities  for  enlisting  the  parents’  co-operation, 
ddie  amount  of  health  education  which  can  be  incorporated  into 
such  interviews  is  of  considerable  importance  ;  the  large  quantities 
of  health  propaganda  which  reach  the  public  through  radio, 
television,  newspapers  and  magazines  are  undoubtedly  of  value  but 
they  increase  the  need  for  explanations  to  be  given  in  personal 
interviews  ;  the  desire  for  knowledge  is  being  stimulated  constantly 
at  the  present  day,  and  talking  with  parents  at  school  inspections 
provides  invaluable  opportunities.  A  recent  example  of  the  value 
of  interviews  with  parents  has  been  the  interest  shown  in  Mantoux 
testing  of  entrants  ;  the  number  of  acceptances  has  been  over  81% 
and  the  questions  asked  have  revealed  a  widespread  interest  in  the 
whole  problem  of  tuberculosis  and  the  measures  which  may  be 
taken  to  protect  children  against  it. 

Llndoubtedly  the  most  important  development  in  the  School 
Health  Service  was  the  introduction  of  the  scheme  for  Mantoux 
testing  of  entrants  with  a  view  to  following  them  up  during  their 
school  career.  It  was  of  interest  to  find  that  of  the  235  children 
tested  in  Wallsend,  so  far  only  8  or  3.4%  were  positive.  Towards 
the  end  of  1953  it  was  announced  that  B.C.G.  Vaccination  would 
be  available  for  children  during  the  year  preceding  the  year  in 
which  they  would  leave  school.  It  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  a  good 
response  to  this  new  measure  during  1954. 

Out  of  381  fourteen  year  old  children  Mantoux-tested,  115  or 
30.2'X)  were  found  to  be  positive.  Chest  X-ray  examination  was 
offered  to  the  parents  of  all  these  children  and  110  were  found  to 
have  no  radiological  evidence  of  active  tuberculosis.  Of  the 
remaining  5,  2  cases  were  already  known  to  the  Chest  Clinic  and 
3  failed  to  attend. 

■  It  is  now  becoming  an  annual  affair  to  report  on  the  good 
health  of  the  average  school  child.  Because  of  this,  if  for  no  other 
reason,  it  i‘^  all  the  more  important  to  seek  new  ways  in  which  the 
health  of  the  school  child  can  be  further  improved.  The  policy  has 
always  been  to  aim  at  the  maximum  possible  co-operation  between 
parent,  teacher  and  school  medical  officer  in  the  child’s  interests. 
Ideally,  the  teacher  as  well  as  the  parent  would  be  present  at  the 
examination  of  every  child,  but  present  day  staff  difficulties  usually 
make  this  impossible.  However,  the  next  best  way  of  solving 
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individual  children’s  problems  has  been  found  to  be  to  pay  a  visit 
to  each  individual  class  towards  the  end  of  the  visit  to  the  school  ; 
by  seeing  the  children  with  the  teacher  against  the  background  of 
their  normal  place  of  work,  many  abnormalities  which  might  not 
otherwise  have  been  reported  have  been  brought  to  light. 

The  long  delay  between  the  examination  and  operative 
treatment  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  cases  had  given  rise  to  con¬ 
siderable  anxiety  during  1951  and  1952,  but  during  1953  the 
position  improved  considerably  as  a  result  of  new  arrangements 
made  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  It  is  hoped  to  reduce  delays 
still  further  during  1954. 

Despite  determined  efforts  the  infestation  of  pupils  with  head 
lice  remained  little  changed  during  1953.  As  usual,  the  parents  of 
the  worst  offenders  were  the  loudest  in  their  protests  against  their 
children  being  said  to  be  verminous.  In  this  alone  we  have  an 
indication  of  the  great  need  for  the  home  visiting  work  of  the 
health  visitors  and  school  nurses. 


17.— DAY  NURSERY. 

In  June,  1953,  the  Howdon  Day  Nursery  was  closed.  For  some 
considerable  time  little  more  than  half  the  places  had  been  hlled 
even  at  the  standard  charge  of  one  shilling  per  day.  When  the 
charge  was  assessed  according  to  family  income  there  was  a  further 
fall  in  attendance  and  it  was  decided  that  all  the  children  could  be 
offered  places  at  the  Wallsend  Day  Nursery.  Since  then'  the 
remaining  Day  Nursery  has  been  able  to  deal  with  all  applications 
for  admission. 


18.  -CARE  OF  THE  AGED. 

I  referred  in  last  year’s  report  to  the  unsatisfactory  state  of 
the  arrangements  for  the  care  of  the  aged.  I  regret  that  there  has 
been  no  improvement  in  1953. 

To  have  any  waiting  lists  at  all  for  the  admission  of  aged 
persons  either  to  hospital  or  to  homes  is  a  grave  reflection  on  our 
social  services.  No  doubt  there  are  plans  for  the  future,  but  to  the 
aged  individuals  concerned,  it  is  the  immediate  future  and  not  the 
distant  future  which  is*  of  importance. 


It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  record  the  death,  on  the  last  day 
of  1953,  of  Mr.  W.  L.  Black,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  after  many 
months  of  illness. 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  members  of  the  Health  Department 
Staff  for  their  help  throughout  the  year.  I  would  also  like  to 
express  appreciation  of  the  encouragement  and  interest  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee. 

1  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


G.  McN.  CUBIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Table  1 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS— 1953. 

(1)  Population  at  19v5i  ('ensus  ...  ...  48,645 

(2)  Population  1953  ...  ...  ...  ...  49,130 

Registrar  General’s  listimate 

(3)  Area  of  Borough  ...  ...  ...  3,543.993  acres 

(4)  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  of  the  Estimated 

Resident  Population)  ...  ...  ...  20.4 

(5)  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  of  the  Estimated 

Resident  Population)  ...  ...  ...  10.4 

(6)  Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  47.8 

(7)  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1000  live 

births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30.9 

(8)  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live 

births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.0 

(9)  4\iberculosis  Death  Rates  (per  1,000  popu¬ 

lation)  ; — 

[a)  All  forms  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.14 

(h)  Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.12 

(c)  Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  0.02 

(10)  Infectious  Diseases  Death  Rate  (per  1,000 

Population)  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.61 

(11)  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  end  of  1953 

(Estimated)  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,734 

(12)  Rateable  Value  (at  31/3/53) .  £263,318 

(13)  Product  of  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £1,060  Os.  2d. 
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Vital  vStatistics  of  V\'hole  District  during  19vS3 

and  Previous  Years. 


Table  2 
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i 

o 

. 

Births. 

1 

Total  deaths 
Registered  in 
the  District. 

Transferable 

Net  Deaths  belonging 
to  tlie  District. 

+->  k 

Net. 

Under  1  yr. 

At  all 

ages. 

i 

Year 

1 

Cfi  TO 

0)  CJ 

o  o 

3  ."2  i 

■  O 

i 

1 

2  1 

Uncorrected 
^  Number. 

4^  Number. 

1 

i 

6 

ct 

5  ' 

u 

! 

4:3 

6  i 

’P  1 

y. 

6 

a3 

4-J 

oj 

1 

Of  Non-residents 

00  registered  in 

the  District. 

Of  Residents 

CD  not  registered 

in  the  District. 

j 

o  Number. 

1 

! 

H-  Rate  per  1,000 
^  Net  Births. 

Number. 

1913 

43,700 

1287 

1297 

29.7 

571 

13.1 

5 

93 

154 

119.5 

659 

15.1 

1914 

44,570 

1396 

1403 

31.4 

530 

11.8 

3 

96 

184 

131.1 

623 

13.9 

1915 

45,700 

1297 

1305 

28.6 

640 

14.0 

5 

105 

168 

128.7 

740 

16.2 

1916 

42,706 

1287 

1297 

27.9 

528 

12.3 

11 

112 

127 

97.9 

629 

14.7 

1917 

43,358 

1207 

1207 

24.9 

619 

14.2 

_ — 

63 

151 

125.1 

682 

15.7 

1918 

43,593 

1314 

1314 

26.9 

761 

17.4 

22 

112 

149 

113.3 

851 

19.5 

1919 

43,689 

1227 

1227 

26.9 

618 

14.1 

19 

123 

164 

133.6 

722 

16.5 

1920 

45,430 

1457 

1457 

31.8 

543 

11.9 

11 

111 

163 

111.9 

643 

14.1 

1921 

43,880 

1347 

1393 

31.7 

529 

12.5 

4 

95 

154 

110.5 

620 

14.1 

1922 

44,070 

1101 

1156 

26.2 

463 

10.5 

8 

89 

107 

92.6 

544 

12.3 

1923 

45,030 

1115 

1211 

26.8 

423 

9.3 

7 

94 

96 

79.2 

510 

11.3 

1924 

45,480 

1030 

1089 

23.9 

455 

10.0 

5 

119 

100 

91.8 

569 

12.5 

1925 

45,620 

1007 

1068 

23.4 

482 

10.5 

5 

148 

116 

108.6 

625 

13.7 

1926 

45,080 

1008 

1029 

22.8 

391 

8.6 

4 

141 

65 

63.1 

528 

11.7 

1927 

45,730 

933 

945 

20.6 

478 

10.4 

9 

140 

81 

85.7 

609 

13.2 

1928 

44,440 

928 

951 

21.4 

398 

8.9 

5 

157 

79 

83.07 

550 

12.4 

1929 

44,800 

894 

900 

20.09 

432 

9.6 

9 

176 

85 

94.4 

599 

13.4 

1930 

44,800 

886 

882 

19.68 

347 

7.7 

8 

152 

64 

72.5 

491 

10.9 

1931 

44,870 

933 

885 

19.71 

458 

10.2 

7 

139 

76 

85.9 

590 

13.1 

1932 

44,340 

832 

759 

17.0 

375 

8.5 

10 

125 

61 

80.3 

500 

11.3 

1933 

43,950 

815 

717 

16.3 

370 

8.6 

6 

147 

56 

78.1 

511 

11.6 

1934 

43,660 

868 

768 

17.5 

380 

8.7 

12 

146 

60 

78.1 

514 

11.7 

1935 

43,660 

899 

711 

16.2 

347 

7.9 

9 

172 

48 

66.1 

510 

11.6 

1936 

43,640 

925 

711 

16.29 

362 

8.2 

5 

157 

56 

78.7 

514 

11.7 

1937 

43,850 

994 

726 

16.5 

383 

8.7 

8 

167 

53 

71.6 

542 

12.3 

1938 

1939 

43,970 

973 

736 

16.7 

408 

9.3 

17 

154 

63 

85.5 

545 

12.4 

(a) 

(b) 

45,220 

44,430 

932 

781 

17.27 

374 

8.3 

22 

160 

44 

56.9 

512 

11.49 

1940 

43,540 

899 

863 

19.8 

444 

10.2 

18 

153 

45 

52.1 

579 

13.3 

1941 

43,890 

805 

847 

19.2 

473 

10.7 

27 

193 

77 

90.9 

639 

14.5 

1942 

43,420 

814 

855 

19.7 

404 

9.3 

26 

116 

66 

77.1 

494 

11.3 

1943 

43,040 

878 

893 

20.7 

412 

9.5 

19 

172 

69 

77.2 

565 

13.1 

1944 

43,960 

1034 

1065 

24.2 

501 

11.1 

21 

156 

63 

59.1 

526 

11.9 

1945 

44,240 

1061 

875 

19.77 

400 

9.04 

22 

144 

54 

61.7 

522 

11.8 

1946 

46,410 

1209 

1058 

22.79 

398 

8.57 

12 

170 

66 

62.3 

556 

11.9 

1947 

46,980 

1252 

1157 

24.62 

419 

8.91 

14 

146 

61 

52.7 

551 

11.7 

1948 

48,270 

1246 

1061 

21.98 

424 

8.7 

33 

1  146 

58 

54.6 

537 

11.1 

1949 

48,830 

1160 

1013 

20.74 

448 

9.1 

31 

147 

45 

44.4 

564 

1 1.55 

1950 

48,860 

908 

922 

18.87 

457 

9.3 

19 

143 

34 

36.8 

581 

11.89 

1951 

48,570 

I  1197 

898 

18.48 

419 

8.6 

13 

140 

36 

40.0 

546 

11.24 

1952 

48,790 

1254 

930 

19.06 

416 

8.5 

34 

1  121 

26 

28.0 

503 

10.31 

1953 

49,130 

1008 

1003 

20.4 

408 

i 

1 

8.3 

i 

19 

! 

i  120 

48 

47.8 

1 

1 

509 

1 

10.4 

1 

17 


Table  3 


Birth  rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality, 
Maternal  Mortality  and  Case-rates  for  certain  Infectious 
Diseases  in  the  year  1953. 


England  and  Wales,  London, 
160  Great  Towns  and  160 
vSmaller  Towns. 


(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 


Births  : 

KnGI..\N1) 

AND 

Wales 

i 

160  County 
Boroughs  and 

Great  Towns 

Including 

London. 

160  Smaller  Towns 
(Resident  Populations 
25,000  TO  50,000 

AT  1951  Census). 

London 

Administrative 

County 

1 

i 

1 

i 

Wallsend 

Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population. 

Live 

i  15.5 

17.0 

15.7 

17.5 

20.4 

0.35 

0.43 

0.34 

0.38 

0.73 

oLlll  ...  ... 

22.4(a) 

24.8(a) 

21.4(a) 

21.0(a) 

34.6(a) 

Deaths  . 

' 

.\11  Causes 

11.4 

12.2 

11.3 

12.5 

10.4 

Typhoid  &  Paratyphoid 

Fevers 

1  0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

*  0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Diphtheria 

i  0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

0.20 

0.24 

0.19 

0.24 

0.14 

Influenza 

0.16 

0.15 

0.17 

0.15 

0.06 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  in- 

eluding  Polioencephal- 

1 

itis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

'  0.01 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

• 

0.55 

0.59 

0.52 

0.64 

0.34 

Notifications  :  (corrected) 

Typhoid  Fever... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.16 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

. 

1.39 

1.50 

1.44 

1.02 

1.20 

Whooping  Cough 

• 

3.58 

3.72 

3.38 

3.30 

3.01 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

— 

Erysipelas 

• 

0.14 

0.14 

0.13 

0.12 

0.04 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Measles 

12.36 

11.27 

12.32 

8.09 

13.57 

Pneumonia 

0.84 

0.92 

0.76 

0.73 

1.18 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  inc 

luding  Polioencephalitis 

Paralytic  ... 

• 

0.07 

0.06 

0.06 

0.07 

0.02 

Non-paralytic 

. 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.02 

Food  Poisoning 

• 

0.24 

0.25 

0.24 

0.38 

— 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  : 

All  causes  under  1  year 

1 

of  age 

26.8(^;) 

30.8 

24.3 

24.8  i 

47.8 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

i 

under  2  years  of  age 

1.1 

1.3 

0.9 

1.1 

0.99 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

Notifications  (Corrected) 

1 

Puerperal  fever  and 

Pyrexia 

• 

18.23 

24.33  i 

i 

12.46 

28.61 

0.96 

(a)  Per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  )  births. 
{b)  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 
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Table  4 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


Intermediate  List  No.  Number 

and  cause  of  Deaths 

Alls  Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  childbirth 

and  the  puerperium  ...  ...  68 

d  Abortion  with  toxaemia  ...  7 

A 116  bother  toxaemias  of  pregnancy 

J  and  the  puerperium  ...  166 

A117  Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy  and 

childbirth  ...  ...  ...  90 

A118  Abortion  without  mention  of 

sepsis  or  toxaemia  ...  30 

A119  Abortion  with  sepsis  ...  ...  39 

A 120  Other  complications  of  preg¬ 

nancy,  childbirth  and  the 
puerperium  ...  ...  125 


Rates  per  1,000 
Total  (Live  and 
Still)  Births 

Rates  per  millimi 

women 

aged  1.5 — 44 

WALLSEND 

Rates  per  1,000 
Total  (Live  and 
Still)  Births 

0.10 

0.01 

1 

0.24 

0.13 

0.96 

0.04 

0.06 

3 

4 

0.18 

There  was  one  maternal  death  in  Wallsend  in  1953,  representing  a  rate  of  1.0  per  1,000  live 
births. 


Table  b 

The  following  table  shows  the  classihcation  of  deaths  from 


all 

causes  (Registrar-General’s  hgures)  : — 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

MALES 

FEM.\LES 

All 

Causes 

301 

208 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

4 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

0 

1 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

0 

0 

4 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

0 

0 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

8 

Measles 

1 

1 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

3 

1 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach... 

10 

5 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

18 

3 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

0 

3 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

0 

3 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ... 

22 

21 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

1 

16 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

33 

37 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

47 

21 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

D 

5 

20 

Other  heart  diseases  *  . . . 

33 

45 

21 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

7 

6 

22 

Influenza 

1 

2 

23 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

11 

6 

24 

Bronchitis 

26 

8 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratorv  system 

6 

1 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

0 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

0 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

1 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

0 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0 

1 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

5 

2 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

34 

24 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 

0 

34 

All  other  accidents 

1 1 

6 

35 

Suicide  ... 

7 

1 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0 

0 

Although  there  is  substantial  agreement  between  the 
Registrar-General’s  classihcation  and  the  local  tabulation,  dis¬ 
crepancy  sometimes  arises  owing  to  modification  in  the  light  of 
further  information  olitained  l)y  the  Registrar  General’s  c'n([iiiries 
in  indefinite  cases. 
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'I'ablk  6 

CHIEF  CAUSES  01^'  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


No. 

of 

Percentage  of 

Deaths. 

total  Deaths. 

Heart  Disease 

156 

30.65 

Tubeiculosis  (all  forms) 

7 

1.37 

\biscular  Lesions  of  Nerv'ous  vSystom 

70 

13.75 

('ancer... 

85 

16.70 

rneumonia 

17 

3.34 

Lronchitis 

34 

6.68 

Oilier  circulatory  diseases  ... 

13 

2.55 

Other  dehned  and  ill-dehned  diseases 

58 

11.40 

All  other  accidents 

17 

3.34 

'Idle  princi])al  causes  of  Infant  Deaths  under 

one 

year,  were  :  — 

Premature  Birth 

...  21 

Convadsions  ...  ...  ...  ...' 

1 

('ongenital  Malformations 

6 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

2 

\holent  and  Accidental  Deaths 

5 

Gastro-enteritis 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

5 

Bronchitis 

1 

Ill-dehned  diseases  ... 

3 

Measles 

2 

Atelectasis 

1 

Table  7 

The  following  table  shows  the  nnmber  of  infant  deaths  and 
infant  mortality  rates  for  each  of  the  municipal  wards  ;  — 


INFANT  DEATHS  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

IN  EACH  WARD  FOR  1953. 


Wards. 

Births. 
Assigned  to 
Wards. 

Deaths. 

under 

1  year. 

Death  rate 
per  1,000 
Births. 

Xortlmmberland 

5vS 

3 

54.5 

Wallsend  ... 

141 

5 

35.4 

Carville 

98 

4 

40.8 

Buddie 

178 

8 

45.4 

Holy  Cross 

75 

5 

66.6 

Hadrian  ... 

66 

1 

15.1 

Willington 

250 

15 

60.0 

Willington  Quay 

60 

3 

50.0 

Howdon  ... 

87 

4 

46.0 

Totals 

1008 

48 

47.6 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


TABLli  1  1 


Statement  of  particulars  appearing  in  the  Register  of  Notifica¬ 
tion  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  for  the  year  1953  : — 


l^ULMONARY. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary 
and  Non- 
Pulmonary 
Total. 

Males 

Feaiales 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

(1)  Number  of  cases  of 

T  uberculosis  on  the 
Register  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  year 

97 

1  54 

351 

34 

37 

71 

422 

(2)  Number  of  cases  noti¬ 
fied  under  the  Regu¬ 
lations  of  1930  for  the 
first  time  during  the 
year 

42 

42 

84 

3 

8 

11 

95 

(3)  Number  of  cases  added 
to  the  Register  other¬ 
wise  than  by  notifica¬ 
tion 

1 

2 

3 

3 

(4)  Number  of  cases  re- 
moyed  from  the  Regis¬ 
ter  during  tlie  year  . . . 

63 

40 

1 03 

9 

6 

15 

118 

(5)  Number  of  cases  re¬ 
maining  on  the  Regis¬ 
ter  at  the  end  of  the 
3^ear 

177 

158 

335 

28 

39 

67 

402 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1953. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Old  and  New  Cases. 

Non- 

Non- 

Age-Periods 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Under  1  year 

1  to  4  years 

.  .  . 

3 

5  to  9 

2 

2 

1 

10  to  14  ,, 

1 

7 

1 

15  to  19  ,, 

1 

6 

20  to  24  „ 

9 

9 

1 

25  to  34 

6 

11 

1 

1 

2 

1 

35  to  44 

8 

5 

.  .  . 

45  to  54 

5 

2 

1 

2 

55  to  64  ,, 

8 

.  .  . 

1 

65  to  74  ,, 

1 

2 

,  ,  , 

1 

75  &  upwards 

1 

.  . 

Totals 

42 

42 

3 

8 

4 

2  '  ... 

1 

1  death  occurred  of  a  person  belonging  to,  but  residing 
outside  the  Borough. 


Of  the  6  deaths  of  persons  occurring  in  and  belonging  to 
the  Borough  1  Jiad  not  been  previously  notihed. 
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Table  1 1  (continued) 


Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non-lTilmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

No.  of  Cases  Notified 

78 

76 

91 

73 

82 

13 

14 

15 

17 

1 1 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000 

Population 

1.59 

1.55 

1.87 

’  .50 

1.66 

0.26 

0.29 

0.31 

0.35 

0.22 

No.  of  Deaths 

29 

15 

11 

8 

6 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

Population 

0.59 

0.31 

0.22 

0.16 

0.12 

0.02 

0.06 

0.08 

0.02 

0.02 

SMALLPOX. 

Table  12 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  primary  vaccinations 
carried  out  by  General  Practitioners,  during  1923 — 1953. 


No.  of 
Births 

No.  OF  i 

Vaccinations.  | 

Percentage  of 
Vaccinations  to  Births. 

1923 

1211 

701 

57.9 

1924 

1089 

672 

61.7 

1925 

1068 

659 

61.7 

1926 

1029 

759 

73.7 

1927 

945 

642 

67.9 

1928 

951 

566 

59.5 

1929 

900 

472 

52.4 

1930 

882 

314 

35.6 

1931 

885 

514 

58.07 

1932 

759 

464 

61.0 

1933 

717 

309 

43.09 

1934 

768 

339 

44.2 

1935 

7dl 

253 

35.3 

1936 

711 

341 

47.6 

1937 

726 

324 

44.6 

1938 

736 

234 

31.8 

1939 

781 

266 

34.1 

1940 

863 

332 

38.1 

1941 

847 

406 

47.9 

1942 

855 

460 

53.8 

1943 

893 

437 

48.9 

1944 

1065 

497 

46.6 

1945 

875 

598 

68.3 

1946 

1058 

590 

55.7 

1947 

1157 

721 

62.3 

1948 

1061 

312 

29.4 

1949 

1013 

1  211 

20.8 

1950 

922 

'  277 

30.0 

1951 

1  898 

275 

30.6 

1952 

930 

i  424 

45.6 

1953 

1003 

1  276 

27.5 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

Tahlic  13 


During  the  year  the  examination  of  all  bacteriological  speci¬ 
mens  was  nndertaken  by  the  Public  Health  l.aboratory,  (jeneral 
Hos])ital,  Newcastle  upon  hyne. 

The  annexed  table  shows  the  nature  and  number  of  specimens 
submitted  during  the  year,  together  with  the  lesults  of  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination. 


Disease 

Suspected. 

Medical 

1  Tactitioner. 

M.O.H. 

Wallsend. 

County 

OTiberculosis 

Othcer. 

I'otal. 

Orand 

Total. 

Diphtheria 

Dos. 

Neg. 

39 

Dos. 

Xeg. 

Dos. 

Neg. 

Dos. 

39 

Dysentery 

7 

13 

42 

96 

.  .  . 

49 

109 

158 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  . . . 

1 

273 

1554 

273 

1555 

1828 

Scarlet  Fever 

BO 

34 

20 

47 

50 

81 

131 

Other  Diseases  ... 

5 

23 

1 

6 

2 

6 

31 

37 

Totals 

42 

no 

63 

149 

273 

1556 

378 

1815 

2193 

Table  14 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Emplovrnent.- — During  the  year  there  were  495  people  reg¬ 
istered  as  unemployed  in  the  Porough  out  of  a  total  insured 
population  of  24,727. 

(1)  Statement  oe  Numbers  oe  Insured  Persons  Registered 

AS  Unemployed. 

Local  Offices  :  Wallsend  and  Willington  Quay, 

Date  ;  7th  December,  1953. 

Men  Women  Yoitn^  Men  Young  Women  'Lotal 

330  157  5  '  3  495 

(2)  Insured  Employees  (Oeficial  Estimate  as  at  June,  1953) 

Males,  age  15  and  over  Females,  age  15  and  over  lYtal 

19,830  4,897  24,727 


4' ABLE  15 

FOOD  I'RADERS’  GUILD. 

Py  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  premises  in  Wallsend  held 
('lean  Food  Badges  : — 

Whites  of  Jesmond  Ltd.,  14  High  Street  West. 

Whites  of  Jesmond  Ltd.  (Bakery),  9/23  Coronation  Street. 
Kemps  Stores  Ltd.,  65  Carville  Road. 

(/.  G.  Lang  &  Son,  18  High  Street  West. 

John  Whitfield,  10  Tynemouth  Road. 
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Whites  of  Jesmond  Ltd.,  76  1'ynemouth  Road. 

W^m.  Darling,  6  Coast  Road. 

J'.  Close,  82  Station  Road. 

Elsdon’s  Snack  Bar,  21  Chestnut  Street. 

A.  G.  Young,  14  Tynemouth  Road  W'est. 

A.  Harrison,  122  High  Street  East. 

London  &  Newcastle  Tea  Co.,  91  Buddie  Street. 

Backleys  Ltd.,  38  Tynemouth  Road. 

D.  Homan,  146  Station  Road. 

Moores  Stores  Ltd.,  10  High  Street  Itast. 

|.  S.  Graham,  39  Hedley  Street. 

Meadow  Dairy  Co.  Ltd.,  112  High  Street  Itast. 

IWckleys  Ltd.,  118  High  Street  West. 

G.  E.  Bowman,  10  High  Street  West. 

ASdlsend  Ind.  Co-op.  Society  Ltd.,  Butchering  Department, 
Neptune  Road. 

London  &  Newcastle  ITa  Co.,  51  High  Street  West. 

London  &  Newcastle  ITa  Co.,  142  High  Street  East. 

44ie  Meadow  Dairy  Co.  Ltd.,  48/50  High  Street  West. 

R.  S.  Brown,  Pork  Butcher,  154  High  Street  ^¥est. 

R.  j.  ITirnbull,  4  Northumberland  Street. 

R.  Parker,  109  Buddie  Street. 

Ann’s  Larder,  152  High  Street  West. 

London  &  Newcastle  4Ta  Co.,  57  Burn  'rerrace. 

44iompsons  Red  Stamp  Stores,  40  High  Street  West. 

John  Wdiitlield,  281  High  Street  East. 

John  l^Tivours  Ltd.,  54  High  Street  West. 

Whn.  Pile,  Ltd.,  42/44  High  Street  East. 

Duncan  Ltd.,  8  Coast  Road. 

Hanlons  Ltd.,  104  High  Street  West. 

W.  Duncan  Ltd.,  30  High  Street  West. 

Hadrian  Supply  Co.  Ltd.,  283  Station  Road. 

Adilter  Willsons  Ltd.,  61  High  Street  West. 

A’allsend  Industrial  Co-operative  Bakeries,  Lisle  Street. 

Stephenson  Memorial  County  Modern  School  (Canteen) 

Howdon  Lane. 

Carville  School  Canteen. 

Western  School  Canteen. 

St.  Columba’s  School  Canteen. 

Wallsend  Ind.  Co-operative  Society  (Butchers)  Coach  Road. 

\\’allsend  Ind.  Co-operative  Socictv  (Butchers)  High  Street 
West. 

Wallsend  Ind.  Co-operative  Societ}^  (Butchers)  North  Road. 
Kemps  Stores  Ltd.,  Cleveland  Gardens. 

H.  E.  Brodie,  34  4'ynemouth  Road  West. 

H.  E.  Brodie,  38  I'ynemouth  Road  West. 

4'.  A.  Douglas,  130  High  Street  East. 
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'FaiuJ':  16 

I'he  following  tabic,  taken  frojn  the  Count}’  of  Nortliiiniber- 
land  Development  Plan,  gives  details  of  the  occupations  in  the 
W'allsend  and  \\hllington  Oivdy  Fimploy^ment  Itxchange  areas, 
rhese  areas  do  not  correspond  exactly  with  the  ]v)undaries  of  the 
Borough  of  Wallsend. 

MINISTRY  OF  LABOUR  EMPLOYMENT  EXCHANGE  AREAS. 


Standard  1 ndustri  al 
Classification 

Cl  re  at 
Britaui 

% 

Wallsend 

0, 

/o 

1 1  'illingUm 
Quay 

0/' 

/o 

1 

Agriculture,  Forestry,  Fishing 

...  4.64 

0.23 

0.69 

2 

Alining  and  Onarrying  ... 

...  4.27 

6.57 

0.02 

3 

Treatment  of  Non-Metaliferous  Alining 

Products 

...  1.51 

2.27 

1.13 

4 

Chemical  and  Allied  Trades 

...  2.09 

0.04 

0.12 

Aletal  Manufacture 

...  2.45 

0.01 

4.66 

(S 

Engineering,  Sliipbuilding  and  Electrical 

Goods 

...  9.03 

64.42 

17.1 1 

7 

XTliicles 

...  4.33 

0.11 

0.30 

8 

Aletal  Goods 

...  2.43 

1.22 

9.54 

9 

Precision  Instruments,  Jewellery,  etc. 

:.  0.61 

0.01 

Xil. 

10 

Textiles 

...  4.61 

0.08 

23.90 

11 

Feather,  Leather  Goods  and  Fur 

...  0.39 

0.04 

0.02 

12 

Clothing  ... 

...  3.07 

0.13 

0.05 

13 

Food,  Drink,  Tobacco  ...  ... 

...  3.42 

0.91 

0.32 

14 

Wood  and  Cork  Alanufacturing 

...  1.33 

0.08 

11.06 

1 3 

Paper  and  Print  ing 

...  2.27 

0.09 

Xil 

16 

Other  Alanufacturing  Industries 

...  1.22 

0.01 

1.36 

17 

Building  and  Contracting 

...  6.78 

2.17 

5.43 

18 

Gas,  Electricity  and  Water  Supply 

...  1.45 

1.68 

3.83 

19 

Transport  and  Communication 

...  8.72 

2.28 

8.34 

20 

Distributive  Trades 

...  10.52 

5.78 

5.47 

21 

Insurance,  Banking  and  Finance 

...  2.05 

0.42 

0.09 

22 

Public  .Administration  ... 

...  7.19 

3.33 

0.72 

23 

I  Professional  Services 

...  5.69 

2.73 

1.20 

24 

Aliscellaneous  Services  ... 

...  9.44 

5.31 

4.43 

25 

Ex-Service  and  others  unclassified 

...  0.49 

0.08 

0.21 

'I'ABLr:  17 
WATER. 

The  area  is  served  by  the  Newcastle  &  Gateshead  Water 
Company,  who  maintain  a  plentiful  and  wholesome  supply 
throughout  the  year. 

The  service  is  adequate  and  satisfactory. 

To  ensure  the  maintenance  of  a  high  standard,  regular 
chemical  and  bacteriological  tests  are  made,  and  sources  of  im¬ 
purities  dealt  with. 

The  Company  invariably  readily  investigate  an}^  complaint, 
and  effect  a  remedy. 

To  conserve  the  domestic  supply  in  summer  time,  water  is 
available  from  other  sources  for  street  watering,  industrial  uses,  etc. 

A  proportion  of  the  older  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough  have 
the  service  pipes  only  laid  into  the  yard. 

When  the  shortage  of  houses  becomes  less  urgent  these  houses 
will  be  dealt  with  either  in  Slum  Clearance  Schemes  or  the  Owners 
will  be  requested  to  carry  out  works  of  reconstruction. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  W.  Gordon  Carey, 
F.I.C.,  Public  Analyst,  Newcastle,  on  a  sample  of  water  taken  on 
the  19th  November,  1956,  from  a  dwelling  house  in  the  Borough. 
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rHKMicAL  Results. 

Total  Solids  dried  at  180°C. 

Chlorine  as  chlorides 

h'ree  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours  at  80°hC) 

Total  Hardness 

Permanent  Hardness 

Temporary  Hardness 

Lead  and  Copper 

Iron 

Appearance  and  Colour 

Smell  and  4'aste  ... 

Microscopical  examination  of  deposit 


Parts  per  Million 

202 
14.2 
0.02 
0.06 
0.20 
2.3S 
96 
1 1 
85 

None 

0.1 

.  (Hazen  degrees  20) 
Pale  yellow  and  clear. 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 


Pacteriological  Results.  pH  value . 7.0 

Number  of  bacteria  per  millilitre  (ml) 

Visible  on  agar  after  48  hours  incubation  at  37°C . 17 

Visible  on  gelatine  after  72  hours  incubation  at  21°C .  1 


Coliform  Organisms  as  shown  by  the  production  of  acid  and 
gas  in  MacConkey's  Bile  Salt  Lactose  broth  after  48  hours  incuba¬ 
tion  at  37 °C. — 

0.1  ml.  of  sample  —  10  mis.  of  sample,  absent. 

1.0  ml.  of  sample,  absent  100  mis.  of  sample,  absent. 

Confirmatory  tests  for  Bacillus  Coli.  on  —  mis. 

Indol  Production  —  Voges  Proskauer  (V.P.)  — 

Methyl  Red  (M.R.)  —  Citrate  Test  — 


REPORT— 

This  sample  of  water  is  of  satisfactory  organic  purity,  and  this 
opinion  is  borne  out  by  the  very  satisfactory  bacteriological  results 
obtained. 

The  water  is  of  good  colour  and  it  is  free  from  odour  and 
taste. 

1  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  water  is  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  use. 

[Signed)  W\  Gordon  Carey. 


Table  18 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  existing  sanitary  accom¬ 


modation  in  the  district  : — 

No.  of  Dry  Ashpits  in  the  district  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  Privy  Ashpits  in  the  district  ...  5 

No.  of  Cell  Privies  in  the  district  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  Water  Closets  in  the  district  ...  14,686 

No.  of  Ash  Receptacles  in  the  district  ...  15,953 


Idle  few  dry  ashpits,  privy  ashpits  and  cell  privies  which 
now  remain  are  wholly  confined  to  outlying  farm  properties  where 
sewage  facilities  are  not  available. 


Dkainage  and  Sewerage. 


2V) 


Fhe  following  new  lengths  of  se\^'er  have  been  laid  in  con¬ 
nection  with  onr  New  Housing  Instates  :  - 


b"  dia. 

9"  dia. 
ll>"dia. 

'I'otal 


761  Yards  Lin. 
791  Yards  Lin. 
296  \hirds  Lin. 

1 ,842  Yards  Lin. 


SANITARY  INSPIICTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Tabli<:  19 

Removal  of  Niiisaiices. — The  various  nuisances  and  other 
similar  conditions  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  are 


set  out  in  the  following  table  : — 


Informal 

Notices. 

Statu tor V 
Notices. 

Nuisances 

Nuisances 

Abated 

Nuisances 

Nuisances 

Abated 

Ash  Receptacles,  to  provide  ... 

38 

33 

20 

20 

Drains,  clefecti^^e  to  repair 

16 

10 

6 

4 

Dirty  houses,  to  cleanse 

.  . 

.  . 

Offensive  accumulations,  to  remove  ... 

Roofs,  to  repair 

9 

4 

19 

5 

Spouting  to  repair 

6 

3 

12 

3 

Vermin  infested  houses 

.  . 

.  . 

.  • 

Water  closet  fittings  (basins,  etc.  def.) 

3 

3 

8 

2 

Water  supply,  to  provide 

1 

1 

Ceilings  to  repair 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Windows  (woodwork)  to  repair 

.  .  . 

2 

.  . 

Windows  (sashcords)  to  renew 

1 

.  .  . 

4 

1 

Floors  to  repair  or  ventilate  ... 

1 

9 

Range,  Kitchen,  to  repair 

.  .  . 

1 

Chimneys,  to  repair  or  rebuild 

2 

D 

Scullery  sink  trap,  to  repair  ... 

1 

1 

O 

O 

Walls  (internal)  to  repair 

1 

.  .  . 

2 

2 

Walls  (external)  to  repair 

3 

.  .  . 

6 

2 

Outbuildings,  to  repair... 

.  . 

.  .  . 

2 

1 

Stairs  (external)  to  repair 

1 

1 

Doors,  to  repair 

2 

2 

Miscellaneous 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Number  of  Nuisances 

84 

57 

104 

48 

During  the  year  79  informal  notices  were  served  and  57 
received  attention. 


71  statutory  notices  were  served  and  84  received  attention. 


HOUSING  ACTS,  1930  to  1949. 
SECTION  9,  HOUSING  AC4',  1936. 


A  slibin,  to  provide 
Ceilings,  to  repair 
Chimneys,  to  repair  or  re-l)uilcl 
Doors,  to  repair  ... 

Drains  defective,  to  repair  or  recon¬ 
struct 

Fireplaces  (fire  bars,  etc.)  to  repair  . 
Fireplaces  (brickwork)  to  repair 
Floors,  to  repair  or  ventilate  ... 
Outbuildings,  to  repair... 

Ovens,  to  re])air  or  renew 
Range,  kitchen,  to  repair 
Roofs,  to  repair 
Scullery  sinks,  to  repair 
Scullery  bench,  to  repair 
Scullery  sink  trap,  to  repair  ... 

Set  pot  (fire  grate)  to  repair  or  renew. 
Spouting,  to  repair 
Stairs  (internal)  to  repair 
Stairs  (external)  to  repair  or  renew 
Staircases,  to  cleanse  ... 

Walls  (external)  to  repair 
Walls  (internal)  to  repair 
Washhouse  set-pots,  to  renew... 
Water  closet  fittings  (basins,  etc.,  def 
Windows  (woodwork),  to  repair 
Windows  (sashcords),  to  renew 
Water  pipes,  to  repair  ... 

Yard  surface,  to  repair... 
Miscellaneous 

'total  number  of  defects 

'total  number  of  notices 


Informal  Statutory 

Notices.  Xotices. 


J lefects 

]  lefects 

Defects  : 

1  lefects 

Discovered 

Remedied 

Disco\’ered 

Remedied 

51 

22 

17 

13 

55 

22 

25 

21 

46 

21 

23 

8 

277 

81 

168 

58 

31 

17 

7 

1 

17 

11 

3 

2 

8 

3 

3 

3 

126 

45 

56 

35 

146 

O 

40 

O 

85 

1 

37 

O 

o 

26 

O 

8 

1 

1 5 

8 

197 

68 

84 

70 

33 

15 

14 

7 

26 

7 

14 

5 

23 

6 

10 

1  1 

11 

4 

6 

3 

161 

58 

81 

56 

24 

6 

17 

1 

39 

9 

19 

12 

146 

37 

92 

49 

125 

50 

95 

41 

100 

41 

45 

20 

49 

16 

26 

21 

101 

38 

56 

36 

22 

13 

10 

11 

46 

18 

25 

13 

13 

2 

3 

2 

1900 

661 

960 

546 

539 

191 

251 

148 

•  HOUSING, 

4'ai5LE  21 

'J'AbULAR  StATltMENT  FOR  YeAR  1953. 


tfousES  Completed  During  the  ;  With  State 

Year.  Assistance.  Unaided.  Total. 


{a)  By  Local  Authority  . . .  Permanent  338  —  338 

Conversion  of  Ministry  ')  Temporary  —  — - 

Of  Works  Hutments  j  - - 

{b)  By  other  Bodies  or  Permanent  —  —  — 

Persons  Temporary  —  —  — 


1.— INSPECTION  01'  DWELLINO  MOUSES  DURINT;  TH!' 
YEAR  : 


(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  ins})ected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  liouses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  liealth  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  liouses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  lit  for  liuman 
habitation 


(S()9 


20 


251 


2.— REMEDY  Ob'  DEEEC'rS  WITHOUT  SERVICE 
I'ORMAL  NOTICES  ; 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local 
Authority  or  its  officers 


OF 


248 


:c— ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  : 


(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9  and  10  oe  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

“notices”  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  251 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  vdiich  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  rW  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  182 

(/;)  Py  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  13 

(13)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  wliich 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  7 1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  wdiich  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

(d)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  13 


(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  12  of  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  w^ere  made  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  but  not 

demolished.  Housing  Act,  1949,  Sec.  3  ...  ...  Nil 


(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ... 


Agt, 


20 


Nil 
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LO('AL  G0\  la^NMENT  (MISCJlLLANEOUS  PROVISIONS) 

ACT,  1953 

(losing  Orders  made  under  Section  10  (1)  ...  ...  1 

4.-  NUMBER  OE  HOUSES  PERMANENTLY  DISCON- 
riNUED  AS  DWELLINGS  AND  NOT  INCLUDED 

ABOVE  ...  .  Nil 

HOUSING  ACT,  1949  (SECTION  20). 

(a)  Number  of  separate  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  applications  for  grants  have  been  received  Nil 
(/;)  Number  of  separate  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  applications  for  grant  have  been  approved  Nil 

HOUSING— 

4'he  number  of  families  rehoused  in  1953  was  484,  comprising  :  — 

9  families  containing  inmates  suffering  from  4'uberculosis. 
174  families  living  as  sub-tenants. 

198  families  living  in  overcrowded  conditions. 

103  pensioners  housed  in  bungalows. 

In  connection  with  applications  for  Council  Houses,  visits 
have  been  made  by  the  Health  Department  staff  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  condition  of  the  house  with  a  view  to  allocating 
Points  ”  under  the  Points  Scheme. 


4'able  22 
UNIHT  HOUSES. 

During  the  year  the  following  individual  unht  houses  were 
dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act,  193(U  In  every  case  the  tenant 
has  been  allocated  a  Council  House. 

Date  of  Order.  Action  I'aken. 

27th  January  House  demolished 

12th  March  Elat  closed 

22nd  April 


tress. 

3/4  Rosehill  Terrace 
27a  Palmers  Terrace 
5  Elton  Street  East 

32  Thames  Street  East 

48  Thames  Street  East 

49  Thames  Street  East 
29  Clyde  Street 

37  Clyde  Street 
19  Clyde  Street 
15  Thames  Street  East 
1  Elton  Street  East 
54  Thames  Street  East 
59  Thames  Street  East 
9  Clyde  Street 

33  Back  Church  Street 
35  Elton  Street  East 
12  Thames  Street  East 

43  Elton  Street  East 

44  Palmers  Terrace 

45  Palmers  Terrace 
31  Rosehill  Road 

7  Eourth  Street 


18th  Mav 


13th  July 
31st  August 


3rd  September 
9th  October 

y  y  y  y 

7th  NoA^ember 


House  closed* 


2nd  December 

*Under  Section  10,  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act,  1953. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

'fhe  Council  has  not  yet  received  sanction  for  a  Slum  Clearance 
Scheme. 


SMOKi^:  Ai’>Arp:Mi-:x'r. 

.\TM()SPHERIC  IA)LLUTJOX  RIA'ORI)  -1953. 

HR.\LTH  CENTRE. 


Rainfall  Inches 
5  -1 


Tons  per  hlile 

Z5 


-  no 


3AH  FEB.  MAR  APR  MAY  JUNE  JULY  AUG  S£PT.  OCT.  NOV.  DEC 

IbB  Solids 


□ 


Ramfa,n 


Soluble 

DEPOSITS 


Insoluble. 

Deposits 


IS 


10 


5 


1\\BLE  23 


Comparison  of  the  amount  of  matter  deposited  dtiring  the  years  1951- 
1953  as  measured  with  the  Deposit  Gauge  at  the  Health  Centre. 


i 

1 

1 

1951 

1 952 

1 953 

4'otal  Rainfall  in  inches 

33.76 

28.74 

21.46 

Monthly  Average  ... 

2.81 

2.39 

1.79 

4'otal  Solids  in  tons  per  sq.  mile 

266.61 

245.94 

183.40 

Monthly  Average  ... 

90  99 

20.49 

15.28 

Insoluble  Solids  in  tons  per  sq.  mile 

171.61 

146.90 

117.95 

Monthly  Average  ... 

14.30 

12.24 

9.83 

,  Soluble  Solids  in  tons  per  sq.  mile 

95.00 

99.04 

65.45 

Monthly  Average  ... 

7.92 

8.25 

5.45 

SMOKl^:  AHA  l'EMENT 

I'he  decrease  in  the  total  solids  recorded  in  tons  per  square 
mile  from  245.94  in  1952  to  183.40  in  1953  can  be  partly  accounted 
for  bv  the  decrease  in  the  rainfall.  Up  to  40%  of  the  dissolved 
matter  is  brought  into  the  Deposit  Gauge  by  rain  which  also 
brings  down  particles  of  insoluble  matter  such  as  soot,  ash,  grit 
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and  gritty  particles.  W'ind  direction  is  also  an  iin])ortant  cause  of 
variability  in  deposited  matter  so  it  is  not  possible  to  claim  that 
there  lias  been  a  reduction  in  atmos])heric  pollution  in  this  area 
(hiring  1953. 

d'.MUJi  24 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Thi-:  Milk  AxND  Dailies  Regulations,  1949. 

4'he  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Register 
at  the  end  of  1953  : — 

Number  of  Registered  Dairies  ...  ...  If) 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  ...  ...  3 

4'he  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Raw  Milk  Regulations,  1949. 
4Me  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

44k'  following  licences  were  issued  for  the  year  ending  31st 
Decembi'r,  1953  : — 

1  Supjilementary  Lictmee  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk. 

1  Dealer’s  Licence  to  bottle  lYiberculin  Tested  Milk. 

2  Dealer’s  Licences  to  bottle  Pasteurised  Milk. 

1  vSujiplementary  Licence  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 
(Pasteurised). 

23  Dealer’s  Licences  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk. 

132  Dealer’s  Licences  to  retail  Sterilised  Milk. 

3  Dealer’s  Licences  to  retail  Tuberculin  4'ested  Milk 

(Pasteurised). 

Cow  Pyres. 

ddiere  are  five  cow  byres  in  the  Borough  which  are  licensed  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  (No.  2) 
Order,  1953. 

The  above  Order  which  was  made  under  the  Food  &  Drugs 
(Milk,  Dairies  &  Artificial  Cream)  Act,  1950,  specihed  that  all  milk 
sold  by  retail  in  the  Newcastle  upon  4'yne,  South  Essex,  14eading, 
Plymouth  and  South  Devon  areas,  on  and  after  2nd  December, 

1953,  must  be  “  specially  designated  ”  milk  (that  is  “  pasteurised,” 
”  sterilised,”  ”  tuberculin  tested  ”  milk  or,  until  30th  September, 

1954,  ”  accredited  ”  milk  from  a  single  herd). 

44 le  Order  applies  to  Wallsend. 

Milk  Sampling  and  4Tlsting,  1953. 


Class  of 
Milk 

Number  of 
Samplf:s 
Tested 

Appropriate 

Tests 

Number  of  Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

IMsteurised 

122 

Phosphatase 

117 

3 

2 

Methylene  Blue 

112 

7 

3 

Sterilised 

22 

Turbidity 

22 

— 

— 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Pasteurised 

62 

Phosphatase 

61 

— 

1 

Methylene  Blue 

57 

3 

2 

Total 

206 

369 

13 

8 

— 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1958,  SECTION  14. 

5  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-wrapped  Ice 
('ream.  A  satisfactory  refrigerator  and  a  supph^  of  running  hot 
water  has  been  provided  at  each  of  the  premises. 

INSPECTION  01^'  SHOPS. 


4' here  are  491  shops  in  the  Borongli. 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Cafes,  k'ishfriers  and  Snackbars  ...  ...  ...  22 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

k'ishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

General  Dealers  and  Sweet  Shops  ...  ...  ...  91 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

(ii'ocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  155 

491 


855  Inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

ICE  CREAM. 

1 1  samples  were  submitted  for  the  Methylene  Blue  4'est,  and 
all  were  satisfactory  (10  in  Grade  I  and  1  in  (Trade  II). 

4  Premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  Ice 
Cream. 

78  Premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ica'  ('ream. 

1  Registered  for  the  Storage  of  Ice  Cream. 

The  Food  Standards  (Ice-Cream)  Order,  1955. 

The  Ministry  of  F'ood  issued  the  above  Order,  which  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  June,  1955,  and  may  be  cited  as  the  Food 
Standards  (Ice-Cream)  Order,  1955,  and  is  to  be  construed  as  one 
with  the  FT)od  Standards  (General  Provisions)  Order,  1944,  as 
amended. 

In  this  Order  any  reference  to  ice-cream  includes  a  reference 
to  ices  but  nothing  in  this  Order  shall  apply  to  water  ices,  including 
ice  lollies. 

1.  The  standard  for  ice-cream  is  as  follows  : — 

Ice-cream  shall  contain  not  less  than  5  per  cent,  fat,  10  per 
cent,  sugar  and  1\  per  cent,  milk  solids  other  than  fat  ; 

Provided  that — 

(i)  ice-cream  containing  any  fruit,  fruit  pulp  or  fruit  puree 
shall  either  conform  to  the  standard  set  forth  above  or, 
alternatively,  the  total  content  of  fat,  sugar  and  milk 
solids  other  than  fat  shall  be  not  less  than  25  per  cent,  of 
the  ice-cream  including  the  fruit,  fruit  pulp  or  fruit  puree, 
as  the  case  may  be,  and  such  total  content  of  fat,  sugar 
and  milk  solids  other  than  fat  shall  include  not  less  than 
1\  per  cent,  fat,  10  per  cent,  sugar  and  2  per  cent,  milk 
solids  other  than  fat  : 

(ii)  “  Parev  ”  (kosher)  ice  sold,  offered  or  exposed  for  sale 
under  that  description  shall  contain  not  less  than  10  per 
cent,  fat  and  not  less  than  14  per  cent,  sugar,  and  the 
standard  for  ice-cream  set  forth  above  shall  not  apply  to 
this  product. 

2.  For  the  purpose  of  the  standards  prescribed  above  “  sugar  ” 
means  sucrose,  invert  sugar  or  the  solids  of  any  sweetening  material 
derived  from  starch  so  however  that  no  ice-cream  shall  contain  less 
than  1\  per  cent,  sucrose. 
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3.  Iiacli  reference  in  this  Schedule  to  any  proportion  or  ])ercentage 
means  that  proportion  or  ]')ercentage  by  \\Tight. 
fcK  Cri-:am. 

During  the  year  16  samples  of  Ice-Cream  were  submitted  to 
tlu'  Pul)lic  Analyst  with  the  following  results  ; — 


of  Sam,f>le 

Fat  Content 

1 

*  *  •  •  •  • 

S.6% 

2 

•  •  >  .  .  * 

9.0% 

3 

...  ... 

5.1% 

4 

10.2% 

5 

11.5% 

6 

12.4% 

7 

8 

11.6% 

17.44, 

9 

11.7% 

10 

7.8% 

11 

12.3% 

12 

8.0% 

13 

11.9% 

14 

5.8%. 

IS 

...  •  •  . 

7  H 

16 

«  •  •  ... 

9.7“., 

Average  fat 

content  — 

9.8'’/;, 

Table  1^6 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  EOODS. 

Centralised  S l aughte r i  n  g  . 

As  in  the  previous  year,  all  slaughtering  ot  food  animals  is 
carried  out  in  Newcastle  under  Government  Control. 

23  Pigs  belonging  to  local  Pig  Keepers  were  licensed  for 
slaughter  in  the  Borough  by  the  Ministry  of  Eood. 

The  result  of  the  post  mortem  inspection  of  the  carcases  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Cattle 

exc’lg. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed  (if  known) 

— 

- — 

— 

23 

Number  Inspected 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23 

ft 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

. 

. 

•  . 

_ 

4.35 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

■ 

^ — 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

— 

— 

■  — 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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'Fable  27 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

'Fhe  following  unwholesome  foodstuffs  were  condemned  during 
the  year  ; 


TONS 

CWTS. 

QRS. 

j  LBS. 

Beef  (Home-killed) 

— 

2 

3 

!  21 

Beef  (Imported) 

— 

6 

3 

10 

Pork  (Home-killed) 

— 

— 

3 

18 

Ham 

— 

17 

— 

19 

Chicken  (tinned) 

— 

— 

3 

4 

Pork  (tinned) 

— 

3 

— 

15 

Meat  (tinned) 

— 

19 

1 

11 

Sausages 

— 

— 

3 

9 

Soup 

— 

3 

3 

18 

Fish  (tinned) 

Milk— 1107  tins 

— 

— 

21 

, 

Fruit  (tinned) 

2 

3 

4 

Tomatoes  (tinned) 

— 

12 

11 

Jam  .  . 

1 

20 

Jelly  . 

— 

— 

— ■ 

3 

Butter 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Coffee 

— 

13 

Cheese 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Syrup  . 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Baby  Food 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Cake 

— ■ 

— 

1 

6 

Desiccated  Coconut 

_ _ 

— 

1 

12 

Vegetables  (tinned) 

— 

3 

1 

17 

Spaghetti 

— 

1 

2 

22 

Macaroni  Puddings  (tinned)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Cereals  ... 

— 

— 

2 

26 

Mincemeat 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pickles 

— 

— ■ 

— 

1 

Sauce 

— 

_ 

— 

5 

Beans 

- - 

14 

1 

5 

Mayonnaise 

3 

Condemned  meat  is  sent  to  an  Artificial  Manure  Manufacturer, 
Newcastle,  and  the  remaining  foodstuffs  utilised  for  Kitchen  Waste. 
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'PablI':  28 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Samples  Taken  fok  Analysis  for  the  Yi:ak,  19.S3 


Sample  of 

No.  of 
Samples 

Genuine 

Not  * 
Genuine 

Remarks 

Wliiskey 

4 

4 

Beer 

5 

5 

Almonds,  Ground 

1 

1 

leaking  1  ’owder 

1 

1 

Beef  Suet,  Shredded 

2 

2 

Bi-Carbonate  of  Soda 

1 

1 

Butterscotsh  Sc|uares 

1 

1 

Contained  only  1.1%  of 

fat.  Warning  given. 

('oftee,  I’ure  ... 

1  i 

1 

Condiment,  N.B. 

1  ! 

1 

Custard  Lowder 

2 

2 

Coconut,  Desiccated 

1 

1 

Coconut,  Sugared 

1 

1 

Cream,  Sterilised 

2 

2 

Chicken  Slices 

1 

1 

Epsom  vSalts  ... 

1 

1 

Fish  Cakes 

7 

7 

Fruit  Cordial  ... 

1 

1 

Gregory  Powder 

1 

1 

Ginger,  Ground 

1 

1 

Glace  Cherries 

1 

1 

Headache  Powder 

1 

1 

Honey 

1 

1 

Ice  Cream 

16 

16 

Jelly,  Table  ... 

1 

1 

jelly.  Crystals,  Table 

1 

1 

jam 

3 

3 

Lemon  Curd  ... 

1 

1 

Femon  Juice  ... 

1 

1 

Milk  . 

58 

58 

Mincemeat 

3 

3 

IMustard,  Continental 

1 

1 

Meat  IMste 

3 

3 

Minced  Chicken 

1 

1 

Minced  Beef  Loaf 

1 

1 

Marmalade,  Lime 

1 

1 

Mixed  Cut  Peel 

1 

1 

Nutmeg,  Ground 

1 

1 

Parrish’s  Food 

•  1 

1 

Pepper 

1 

1 

Raspberries  in  Syrup 

2 

2 

Rice,  Ground 

1 

1 

Sauce,  Tomato 

1 

1 

Sausage,  Beef... 

10 

10 

Seidlitz  Powders 

1 

,  1 

' 

; 

Sponge  Cake  Mixture 

Sweetened 

1 

1 

■ 

Sage  &  Onion  Stuffing 

1 

1 

Suet,  Shredded  with 

Flour 

1 

1 

Tea  . 

1 

I  1 

Vinegar 

3 

i  o 

1  o 

Zinc  Ointment 

1 

1 

i 

Total 

156 

1  155 

i  1 
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Tadli-:  29 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  17. — Food  Poisoning. 

ANNUAL  RETURN  01'  FOOD  POISONING  NOTIIUCATIONS 

(Corrected). 

No  notifications  of  I'ood  Poisoning  were  received  during  1953. 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  47. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Section  of  the  Act  during 

1953. 

THE  RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST 
(RESTRICTIONS)  ACTS,  1920  to  1933. 

No  applications  for  a  certihcate  have  been  made  during  the 

year. 

RIVERS  (PREVENTION  Ob'  POLLUTION)  A('T,  1951. 

No  complaints  liave  been  recei\TMl  during  tlie  year. 

DISINFECTION. 

Infected  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  is  removed  in  a  motor  van 
for  disinfection  to  the  Disinfecting  Station,  Town  Hall,  Wallsend, 
where  a  Velox  Steam  Disinfector  is  installed. 

Disinfection  of  premises  was  carried  out  as  under 

Scarlet  P'ever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Meningococcal  Infection  ...  ...  ...  1 

In  addition,  96  lots  of  bedding  were  dealt  with. 

Disinfection  after  Scarlet  Fever  was  discontinued  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year. 

DISINFESTATION. 

Eyadication  of  Bugs. — 24  houses  infested  with  bugs  were 
disinfested  during  the  year. 

Methods  employed  in  Disinfestation. — Bug  infested  households 
were  treated  with  D.D.T.  solutions. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 

SWINE  FEVER. 

Two  suspected  cases  of  Swine  Fever  were  reported  during  the 
year.  One  case  was  notified  on  the  13th  February,  1953  at  Hall 
Farm,  Kings  Road,  Wallsend  and  the  second  case  was  notihed  on 
the  8th  April,  1953  at  a  piggery  situated  in  West  Street,  Wallsend. 

The  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  I^isheries  investigated  the  cases  but  the  disease 
was  not  conhrmed. 


FOOT  AND  MOUTH  DISEASE. 

The  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  (Infected  Areas)  (Special 

Orders)  Nos.  1  &  6,  1953. 

Owing  to  outbreaks  of  disease  at  Crawcrook,  Ryton,  on  the 
7th  and  22nd  January,  1953,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  issued  the  above  Orders.  Wallsend  was  scheduled  as  part 
of  an  Infected  Area  and  the  movement  of  animals  was  only  allowed 
by  licence  granted  by  the  Local  Authority. 

These  restrictions  were  withdrawn  on  the  6th  February,  1953. 
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ANTHRAX. 

No  cases  of  Anthrax  occurred  during  the  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER,  1938. 

A  Notice  of  Intended  Slaughter  of  a  Dairy  Cow  under  the 
above  Order  was  received  from  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer, 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  h'isheries. 


PARROTS  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  BIRDS. 
(Prohibition  of  Importation)  Order,  1953. 

The  Importation  of  parrots  and  similar  birds  into  Great 
Britain  was  forbidden  by  the  above  Order  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Eisheries  which  came  into  operation  on  the  16th 
Eebruary,  1953. 


SANITARY  CONDITION  OE  THEATRES, 

MUSIC  HALLS,  ETC. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  120 — August  25th,  1920. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  Circular,  inspections  have  been 
made  of  public  halls  and  cinemas  in  the  Borough. 

PREVENTION  01'  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  above  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  31st  March,  1950. 

The  Council  employ  a  full-time  Rodent  Operator  and  the 
following  summary  shows  the  type  of  infestations  dealt  with  during 
the  year  : — 


E  OF  Infestation 

Major 

34 

Minor 

81 

Mice 

157 

Sewer  Maintenance  Treatment 


Two  Sewer  Maintenance  Treatments  were  carried  out,  viz  : — 


Treatment 

No.  of 

No.  of  Manholes 

No.  of  Manholes 

No. 

Manholes 

showing  Prebait 

showing  Poison 

Baited. 

take. 

take. 

16 

232 

91 

75 

17 

285 

103 

82 

SHOPS  ACTS  1912  to  1950. 

The  following  Regulations  are  in  force  in  the  Borough  relating 
to  the  Shops  Act  : — 

The  Wallsend  (General)  Weekly  Half  Holiday  Order,  1912. 

The  Wallsend  Ironmongers  and  Hardwaremen  Closing 
Order,  1912. 

The  Fish  and  Poultry  Dealers  Weekly  Half  Holiday  Order 
1912, 
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'I'he  Wallsend  Butchers  Shops  Closing  and  Weekly  Half 
Holiday  (Extension)  Order,  19120. 

'I'he  Wallsend  Tobacconists  (Honrs  of  Closing)  Order,  1928. 

The  Wallsend  Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Restriction  Act, 
1936)  Partial  Exemption  Order,  1938. 

Emergency  Powers  (Defence)  Act  (Hours  of  Closing)  Shops, 
1939. 


RAC,  IH.OCK  AND  OTHER  IHLLING  MATERIALS 

ACT,  1951. 

'I'herc  are  no  premises  in  the  Borough  which  require  regis¬ 
tration  under  the  above  Act,  and  no  infringements  have  occurred 
during  the  year. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 

An  inspection  of  all  pet  shops  in  the  Borough  was  made 
during  the  year  and  four  licenses  were  issued  under  the  above  Act. 

The  Act  also  provides  that  no  person  can  carry  on  the  business 
of  selling  animals  as  pets  in  any._part  oL  a  street  or  public  place, 
and  no  pets  shall  be  sold  to  children  under  12  years. 

No  infringements  have  been  recorded  during  the  year. 

PETROLEUM  ACT. 

The  Petroleum  (Consolidated)  Act,  1928. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  under  the  Petroleum  Act  : 

Petrol  . 37 

Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  ...  ...  3 
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The  bulk  of  Petrol  stored  in  the  Borough  is  in  underground 
tanks.  The  storage  places  are  periodically  inspected  and  any 
infringement  of  the  Petroleum  Act  is  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
person  concerned. 

Licences  are  renewed  each  year  by  the  local  authority. 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

The  Sanitary  Convenience  in  Boyd  Road  was  reconstructed 
during  the  year. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Plans  are  being  prepared  for  the  construction  of  modern 
sanitary  conveniences  at  a  local  engineering  works,  and  the 
existing  insanitary  conveniences  will  be  abolished. 

Additional  new  Sanitary  Conveniences  have  been  provided 
at  a  large  Engineering  Works. 
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1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register. 

(2) 

NUMBER  OF 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections. 

(3) 

W  ritten 
Notices. 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authorities  ... 

24 

20 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

109 

73 

3 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority*  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

7 

19 

_ 

*i.e.  Electrical  Stations,  Institu¬ 
tions  and  sites  of  Building 
Operations  and  Works  of 
Engineering  Construction 

Total 

140 

i 

112 

4 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No. 

OF  Cases  in  which  Defects 
Found. 

Number  of 
Cases  in 
which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
Instituted. 

(6) 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Reft 
To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

(4) 

;rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

(3) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.) 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3.) 

—  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4.)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 

(S.6.)  . 

— 

— 

— ’ 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

(6)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

3 

2 

— 

3 

— 

Other  Offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relat- 

ing  to  Outwork) 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Total 

4 

3 

— 

4 

— 

OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111). 

There  is  one  Outworker  in  the  Borough  and  she  is  engaged  in 
making  Wearing  Apparel.  The  premises  have  been  inspected  and 
found  satisfactory. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  NORTHUMBER¬ 
LAND  COUNTY  COUNCIL  THROUGH  THE  WALLSEND 
AREA  HEALTH  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

(The  following  information  is  included  by  kind  permission  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer.  This  information,  pages  4v-{  to  48,  is  in¬ 
cluded  in  order  to  present  as  complete  as  possible  a  report  on  the 
health  of  W  alls  end  ;  the  various  services  mentioned  are  provided  by 
the  N orthumberland  County  Council  aoid  are  not  the  direct  concern  of 
the  Wallsend  Borough  Council). 

Table  A 

WALLSEND  AREA  HEALTH  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  consists  of  25  members,  viz  ; — 

Wallsend  Borough  Council  ...  14 

Northumberland  County  Council  8 

Hospital  Management  Committee  1 

Co-opted  Members  ...  ...  2 

Chairman  :  Alderman  j.  Richardson,  J.P. 

V ice-Chairman  :  Councillor  D.  Sowerby. 

Aldermen  : _ 

A.  M.  Hyde.  Deceased  31st  March,  1954.  j 

R.  A.  Lowdon. 

P.  J.  McArdle,  J.P. 

J.  A.  McFadyen. 

Councillors  : 

J.  H.  Branch. 

E.  M.  A.  Brown. 

F.  J.  Gray. 

K.  W.  Hall. 

W.  H.  Langley. 

H.  W.  Mason. 

C.  L.  Palmer. 

E.  Turpin. 

(County  Council  Representatives) 

Aldermen  E.  C.  Hyde,  T.  H.  Mali  a,  J.P.  ;  Councillors  T.  Black 
J.  C.  Grogan,  W.  Hopper,  J.  Mullarkey,  (Ex-officio  Members) 
Alderman  N.  Garrow  and  Councillor  Miss  M.  E.  S.  Fleming. 

(Hospital  Management  Committee) 

Mr.  R.  E.  Smedley. 

(Co-opted  Members) 

Mrs.  M.  I.  Fergus  and  Miss  M.  A.  Oliver. 

Table  B 

STAFF. 

4rea  Executive  Medical  Officer  and  Divisional  School  Medical 

Officer  : 

Dr.  G.  McN.  Cubie. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  : 

Dr.  M.  H.  McKeith. 

Dental  Officers  : 

Mr.  K.  Wake.  Mrs.  J.  Patterson. 
and  2  Dental  Assistants. 
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Senior  Health  Visitor  : 

Miss  N.  E.  Forrest. 

9  Health  Visitors. 

Social  Worker  :  Miss  D.  Dunn. 

Wallsend  Day  Nursery  : 

Matron  :  Mrs.  H.  K.  Summers. 

Deputy  Matron  :  Mrs.  M.  E.  Henderson. 

6  Nursery  Assistants.  3  Domestic  Staff. 

Howdon  Day  Nursery  : 

Matron  :  Miss  M.  M.  Skelly. 

Deputy  Matron  :  Mrs.  J.  Sherman. 

6  Nursery  Assistants.  3  Domestic  Staff. 

(Closed  J^dy,  1953). 

Ambulance  Service  : 

Driver ! Supervisor  :  Mr.  A.  Patterson,  junr. 

8  Driver  Attendants. 

Home  Helps  Service  ; 

3  Permanent  Home  Helps.  66  Temporary  Home  Helps. 

Clerical  Staff  : 

Chief  Clerk  :  Miss  A.  Thompson. 

School  Medical  Service  Clerk  :  Miss  M.  Midcalf. 

4  Clerks. 

Part  Time  Staff  : 

Eye  Specialist  :  Dr.  A.  K.  Towers. 

Orthopaedic  Specialist  :  Mr.  M.  James. 

Orthopaedic  Nurse  :  Mrs.  S.  M.  Tones. 

Speech  Therapist  :  Miss  I.  M.  Beaty. 

'Fable  C 

SUMMARY  OF  SERVICES  ADMINISTERED  BY 
NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

(1)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

A  day  and  night  service  was  provided  from  the  Ambulance 
Station,  Portugal  Place.  New  premises  were  opened  in  Oak  Grove, 
September,  1953.  The  fleet  consists  of  five  vehicles,  augmented  as 
required  from  other  County  Ambulance  Stations  ;  9  drivers  are 
employed.  Tel.  No.  Wallsend  6-3728. 

23,481  cases  were  handled,  including  2,626  stretcher  cases, 
accidents  and  emergencies. 

Mileage — 80,324. 

(2)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(a)  Child  Welfare. 

(i)  Health  Centre,  Wallsend. 

Mondays,  Wednesdays  and 
Thursdays  ...  ...  ...  2 — 4  p.m. 

(ii)  St.  John’s  Church,  Station  Road,  Wallsend. 

Thursdays  ...  ...  ...  2 — 4  p.m. 

(hi)  The  Presbyterian  Church  Hall,  Tynemouth 
Road,  Willington  Quay.  From  July — East 
End  Park. 

Tuesdays  and  Fridays  ...  ...  2 — 4  p.m. 

(b)  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal. 

At  the  Health  Centre,  Wallsend.  General  Practit¬ 
ioners  see  their  own  patients  at  arranged  times. 
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(r)  School  Clinic. 

Daily  at  Health  Centre,  W'allsend,  for  treatment 
(including  artificial  sunlight)  from  9-30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 
Doctor  in  attendance  on  Wednesdays. 

(d)  Dental  Clinic. 

Daily  at  Health  Centre. 

(c)  Okthopaedic  and  Ophthalmic  Cjhnics. 

The  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  held  on  one  day  per 
week,  both  morning  and  afternoon. 

The  Ophthalmic  Clinic  is  held  one  half-day  twice 
])er  week. 


(3)  SuMMAKV  OP  Attendances  at  Maternity  and  Child 
Weleare  Centres. 

Wall  send  h'arni  WiUington 


NEW'  CASES. 

Centre 

Centre 

On  ay  Centre 

'Fotal 

Motliers 

429 

86 

'  285 

800 

Babies  under  one  year  . . . 
Babies  over  one  year  and 

374 

80 

269 

723 

under  two  years 

Babies  over  two  years  and 

27 

4 

6 

37 

under  five  years 

33 

9 

7 

49 

Consultation  bv  doctors 
OLD  CASES. 

426 

85 

278 

789 

Mothers 

5876 

1 340 

2963 

10179 

Babies  under  one  year  . . . 
Babies  over  one  year  and 

4202 

1087 

2107 

7396 

under  two  years 

Babies  over  two  years  and 

941 

144 

428 

1513 

under  five  years 

691 

278 

442 

1411 

Consultation  bv  doctors 

1452 

358 

1093 

2903 

Ante  and  Post-Natal  Supervision. 

Ante-Natal — Number  of  expectant  mothers 

supervised  ...  ...  ...  1 ,447 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  5,737 

Post-Natal —  Number  of  mothers  supervised  ...  632 

Total  number  of  attendances  .  666 

Tap>le  1) 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Number  of  Children  at  31st  December,  1953,  wlio  had  completed  a  course 
of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.e.  at  any  time  since  1st 

January,  1939). 


Age  at  31.12.53 
i.e.  Born  in  \'ear 

Under  1 
1953 

1  to  4 
1952-1949 

5  to  9 
1948-1944 

10  to  14 
1943-1939 

Under  15 
Total 

East  complete 
course  of  injections 
(whether  primar}^ 
or  booster) 

A.  1949-1953 

B.  1948  or  earlier 

39 

2202 

3461 

1 152 

6854 

— 

772 

1899 

2671 

C.  Estimated  mid¬ 
year  child 
population 

1005 

3622 

.  . .  '“Y"- .  . . ^ 

8676 

13303 

Immunity  Index 
lOOA/C 

3.9% 

60.8% 

53.1% 

51.5% 

Taiilk  \i 
HOME  HELPS. 

Altogether  3  permanent  and  66  temporary  Home  Helps  were 
employed  during  the  year  and  196  cases  (26  full  time  and  176  part 
time)  were  assisted. 

1'able  ¥ 

NURSERIES. 

I'he  two  Day  Nurseries,  each  for  49  children  (19  under  2  years 
and  60  from  2  to  5  years)  at  Station  Road,  Wallsend,  and  at 
Willington  Quay  Park,  continued  to  operate.  During  the  3'ear 
there  was  an  average  daily  attendance  of  children  as  follows  : — 
Wallsend  Nursery.  Willington  yuAV  Nursery 


0  -  2  years  4  1 


2 — 5  years 

26 

1  0 

']  Cluscd 

— 

— 

TU'iy. 

27 

16 

J  195;S 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

'Fable  G 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OE  PUPILS  A'lTENDING  MAIN¬ 


TAINED  PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  (INCLUD¬ 
ING  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS). 


A. — Periodic  Medical  Inspections. 

Number  of  inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups  ; — 
Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 
dlrird  Age  Group 

'i'otal 

Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections 

Grand  Fotal 


957 

272 

627 

1856 

274 

2130 


B. — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 
Number  of  Re-inspections  ... 

Fotal 


1 045 
1 596 

2641 


C. — Pupils  Pound  to  Require  'Freatment. 

Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical 
Inspection  to  Require  'Freatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and 
Infestation  with  Vermin). 


Group 

(1) 

For 

defective 

vision 

(excluding 

squint). 

(2) 

For  any  of 
the  other 
conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  11 A 

(3) 

Total 

individual 

pupils. 

(4) 

Entrants 

1 

199 

199 

Second  Age  Group 

48 

53 

92 

Third  Age  Group 

115 

77 

178 

Total  (prescribed  Groups)  ... 

164 

329 

469 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

39 

60 

96 

Grand  Total 

203 

389 

565 

47 
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.\. — Return  of  Defects  I^'ound  yiy  Medical  Inspection  in  ihe 
Year  Funded  31st  December,  19S3. 


Periodic  1  e  s  p  f:  c  t  i  o  x  s 

Speciai 

..  Inspections 

No. 

of  Defects 

No. 

of  Defects 

Code 

No. 

Defect 

Defect 

OR 

Disf:ase 

(1) 

Requir¬ 

ing 

Treat- 
men  t 

(2) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

(3) 

Requir¬ 

ing 

Treat¬ 

ment 

(4) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

(5) 

4 

Skill  ... 

54 

17 

18 

4 

5 

Eves — 

(a)  Vision  ... 

203 

40 

759 

136 

(b)  Squint 

91 

6 

158 

9 

(c)  Other  ... 

24 

6 

15 

5 

(S 

Ears— 

(a)  Hearing 

5 

13 

8 

21 

(b)  Otitis  Media  . . . 

13 

26 

10 

18 

(c)  Other  ... 

2 

4 

3 

6 

7 

Nose  or  Throat 

85 

146 

125 

105 

8 

Speech 

16 

74 

48 

47 

9 

Cervical  Glands 

1 

4 

1 

3 

10 

Heart  and  Circulation 

3 

21 

1 

16 

11 

Lungs 

12 

72 

18 

39 

12 

Developmental- — 

(a)  Hernia... 

3 

4 

4 

4 

(b)  Other  ... 

4 

15 

2 

16 

13 

Orthopaedic- — 

(a)  Posture 

3 

18 

6 

9 

(b)  Flat  Foot 

36 

42 

26 

11 

(c)  Other 

48 

50 

48 

18 

14 

Nervous  System — 

(a)  Epileps}^ 

1 

2 

1 

(b)  Other 

— 

8 

3 

4 

15 

Psychological — 

(a)  Development 

. 

3 

_ 

6 

(b)  Stability 

— 

4 

— 

1 

16 

Other... 

27 

54 

20 

27 

B. — Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils 
Inspected  During  the  Year  in  Age  Groups. 


Age  Groups 

(1) 

No.  of 
Pupils 
Inspected 

(2) 

A 

(Good) 

B 

(Fair) 

C 

(Poor) 

No.  %  of 
Col.  2 
(3)  >  (4) 

No. 

(5) 

of 

Col.  2 
(6) 

No.  %  of 
Col.  2 
(7)  (8) 

Entrants 

957 

178  :  18.60 

757 

79.10 

22  2.30 

Second  Age  Group 

272 

57  20.96 

213 

78.31 

2  0.73 

Third  Age  Group  ... 

627 

1 88  29.98 

436 

69.54 

3  0.48 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

274 

66  24.09 

203 

74.09 

5  1.82 

1 

Total 

2130 

489  !  22.96 

1609 

75.54 

32  1.50 

48 
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INFESTATTON  WITH  VERMIN. 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the 


school  nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  ...  ...  23,173 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be 

infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  897 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 

cleansing  notices  were  issued  (Section  54  (2), 
Education  Act,  1944)  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 

cleansing  orders  were  issued  (Section  54  (3), 
Education  Act,  1944)  ....  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  individual  pupils  examined  ...  ...  8,421 


